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Cheng-Khee Chee Series Review - Wonderful!

SUMMARY

| have viewed a number of painting DVDs and videos, and | have to say that this series by Creative Catalyst Productions

is one of the most complete yet original | have seen. You get the opportunity to learn with an accomplished artist who

shares his techniques and philosophy as well as learn basics about working in the art world. | can't think of another series

that | could recommend more highly than this one. The only artist who might not like this series would be one who works

in ultra-realism with photographs and does not want to incorporate abstract or loose technique into their work. There are other videos
DVDs that deal with this specific kind of painting. But if you want to learn the loose, free style of watercolor, this series is possibly the |
on the market.

Full Review

The video series by artist Cheng-Khee Chee gives you a noted professor of art in your own home. This is extraordinary! How many of
wish we could have had the opportunity to go to art school? Here in this six-volume series, Professor Chee lectures to us about art hi
in China, where he was born, the change from Social Realism, the only art form allowed by Communist China in the earlier years, anc
rebirth of art later on. He discusses Taoist principles in his art, going back to timeless Chinese philosophy. This is like having my very
professor giving me insight on philosophy and art history as well as showing me a way to paint in water media that mixes East and W
a fresh, flowing and loose manner. | can't think of anyone who wants to learn watercolor who wouldn't be thrilled with this series.
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DVD Volume 1 is an interview and lecture by Professor Chee about his philosophy of art, and his four creative principles.

1. Thorough knowledge of the subject (the objective outer-world)

2. Strong feelings of the subject (the subjective, inner-world)

3. Understand and orchestrate the design (composition, design elements to make an exciting painting)
4. Competent craftsmanship (drawing skills and handling the medium)

The second two principles are the process, which can be shared and learned. The first two principles are the content, which comes fr
the individual artist's heart. The Taoist way means to use a natural way, making the process of painting effortless. Chee asserts this is
common sense, like paddling a canoe with the current rather against. How does this apply to painting? Chee reminds the viewer that -
philosophy of Yin-Yang means to harmonize the opposites: right side of brain (emotion) with left side (reasoning), dark and light, all
elements in opposition yet in harmony.

The principles of creativity are constant, while the process evolves as each artist grows in his or her craft. Chee has five different proc
to paint specific subjects.

1. Traditional approach to watercolor, where the subject is pre-selected.

2. Saturated-wet process for painting colorful subjects.

3. Splash-color technique, used for landscapes with large geographical subjects like mountains and ocean or lake. Chee shows us ho
use texture on treated illustration board to suggest the varied surfaces of rocks, water and land.

4. Crinkling technique. This is used to express leafy textures, floral forms, wooded subjects. Sized Oriental paper is used for this tech!
5. Marbleizing technique. This is used to express imaginary visions, misty scenes, abstracts and semi-abstracted scenes. This is eithe
marbleizing paper or fabric or creating a monotype.

Right here, you can see how Professor Chee has organized techniques you may already have used in painting, like adding texture or
in-wet, or monotyping but he has linked each technique to a type of subject. This is a valuable guide to your subject (traditional street
scene? blooming spring orchard?) where the artist can choose a technique that suits the subject and allows for effortless painting. Aft
view some of Chee's extraordinary paintings and learn this secret, you will be inspired to run to your studio and give them a try.

The next section of the first DVD is how to search for images to paint. Chee discusses what he paints or sketches on location, how bi
painting he might do plein-air. He also shares his sketch book with the viewer, a quick way to capture ideas. Chee paints directly into |
sketch book.

There is a chapter on searching for the abstract patterns. Creating an abstract can be more baffling than creating a realistic subject. C
gives the artist a process to make an abstract (using the marbleizing technique and a viewfinder) to find an abstract design. The abstr
design can be used as a pattern on which to superimpose a realistic design as well.

The DVD ends with an interview to learn more about this talented artist who was born in China and grew up in Malaysia. The interviev
covers background, influences, inspirations, personal style, and how to survive as an artist. Chee also discusses the direction art is
heading toward. There is a section on jurying and competition, as well as much more. This is much more than | expected from a DVD
series. | expected a series of demonstrations on painting technique, but what you get is your own art professor, standing at your elbov
talking about life and art and life as an artist. | would rate this series essential for anyone who aspires to learn water media and possit
or show their art. But even if you paint for your own pleasure, this is like taking a university art course.

The subsequent volumes 2 through 6 cover the techniques mentioned specifically. Volume 2 deals with the traditional approach to
watercolor subjects. Chee takes the viewer through selecting a subject and composing, using photographs or in plein air, then sketchi
either with sepia and brush or with pencil. Chee has a fun and easy technique; use two rubber bands to divide the subject (say a phot
into quadrants. Then use the quarter sections as reference to sketch the shapes into your paper that has also been divided into quartc
After the shapes are sketched, one blocks in the shapes with mixed colors in thicker paint. The rest of the DVD includes refining the
painting, evaluating the sketch, doing drafts towards a final result. This DVD is a complete lesson, from materials to mixing paints,
sketching, painting and evaluating the result. Further DVDs will cover the other techniques (crinkling, marbleizing, splashing, etc.)

More About Cheng-Khee Chee

Our Guarantee

If you are unsatisfied with any purchase from our website, for any reason, just return it within 10 days and we w
refund 100% of your purchase price (not including s&h). We will always replace any defective Creative Catalyst
Video or DVD free of charge, no matter where you purchased it. - Jim & Lynn Powers -
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Creative Catalyst Productions Inc. | PO Box 225 | Dept.526 | Albany, OR 97321 | 877-464-2228 (toll free) | 541-791-4326 (fax) |
www.ccpVideos.com | info@ccpvideos.com

To unsubscribe/change profile: click here.
To subscribe: click here.
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